Do You Receive the Word with Gladness? 



And these are they likewise which are sown on 
stony ground; who, when they have heard the 
word, immediately receive it with gladness; 
Mark 4:16 (KJV)© 

In my discussions with others I never cease to be amazed by 
just how many of those who call themselves Christians do not 
receive the Word of God with gladness. When shown 
scripture that contradicts their beliefs or behavior instead of 
receiving it with gladness they reject it out of hand. The 
reason? Because it doesn't fit their concept of God, what they were taught or what they choose to believe. Since 
when does what we like or want have any relevance to the absolute truth of scripture or whether we must obey 
it? 

Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but 
now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
Philippians 2:12 (KJV) © 

We must work out our salvation with fear and trembling whether we feel like it or not. That means being willing 
to submit to God and His Word in all matters. But it also means that when we are shown we are wrong we 
receive this information with gladness and correct our path. 

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. 

Mark 16:15 (KJV) I 

Now when we are shown things by God and obediently change our path is that the end of the matter? Do we 
just take this information and apply it to ourselves? What about our fellow Christians? If we are to share with the 
unbelievers what God has done for us, how much more so with our brothers and sisters in Christ? 

Let me tell you a bit about brother Dan Nicholls, who felt God had shown him the superiority of the King James 
Version of the bible. He wasn't caustic or in anyone's face, he would just politely ask his friends if he could take 
them out for coffee sometime and share with them something that God had laid on his heart. Many received what 
Dan showed them with gladness, but some did not. Instead of being as the Bereans and checking what Dan said 
with God's Word they asked their pastor instead. This pastor happened to have a lucrative relationship with 
Zondervan who publishes the NIV, so as it turned out he was asked to leave his church over this matter. 

It was not long after that incident that I first met Dan; he had driven over two hours just to give six people his 
presentation at my house. Not many understand how it feels to be asked to leave a church for the sake of the 
gospel, but with the emerging apostate church this is rapidly changing. It would have been easy for him to 
rationalize the injustice he had suffered and stay home licking his wounds, but instead Dan continues to this day 
to not only warn others about corrupted bible versions but seek a church that will not waver on the Word of 
God. 





Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 
2 Timothy 3:12 (KJV)© 

On Judgment day the people in the kingdom of God who are going to stand apart from the crowd are not the 
televangelists or noted Christian authors, but those who stood up for the truth and were ridiculed and persecuted 
for it and never let it stop them So many of us shrink from any controversy or contention under the fear we may 
hurt someone's feelings. But quite often the real motive of our hearts, which is what God judges us by, is to avoid 
any unpleasantness for ourselves. 

Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, 
and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him 
warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be 
remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless if thou warn the 
righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, 
because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul. 
Ezekiel 3:20-21 (KJV) © 

When we stand before God will we have blood on our hands? The blood of those who we could have warned 
but didn't, because we cared more about sparing ourselves any unpleasantness than the truth? If you cannot 
stand for the truth now when the consequences of speaking it are minor how will you stand when it really 
matters? The decisions we make here will follow us for eternity; make sure you make the right ones. 



